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Radical parties still exist, they have steadily been growing
more militarist. Militarism in its new guise, bound up
with ideas of industrial and commercial expansion, is far
more attractive to them than in the form of the Prussian
Army. The Emperor's Navy Bills were from the first more
popular in commercial and industrial circles than with the
old Prussian Conservatives. But as the years went on
the Kaiser succeeded in converting both the Junkers to his
Navy Bills and the middle classes to his Army Bills, so that
by 1913, when he demanded the " great national sacrifice "
of a levy of 50 Trillion pounds by a tax, not on income, but
on property, there was no difficulty whatever about
" managing " the Reichstag. " The Army Bill of 1913,"
says Prince Bulow, "met with such a willing reception
from all parties as had never been accorded to any requisi-
tion for armaments on land and sea. ... So far as man
can tell, every necessary and justifiable Army and Navy
Bill will always be able to count on a safe Parliamentary
majority." *
Prince Billow's "safe Parliamentary majority" means,
of course, a majority sufficient to outvote the Social Demo-
crats, with whom every German Government has to reckon
as a permanent opposition.
So far we have left the Social Democrats out of the
picture. It was necessary to do this, in discussing German
policy and the relation between the German Government
and Reichstag opinion ; for the German Government itself
habitually leaves them out of the picture. Hitherto in
Germany, so far as opinion on political questions has
mattered at all, it is upper- and middle-class opinion that
has counted, as it counted in England up to fifty years ago.
To the German Government and to the ordinary educated
1 Imperial Germany, p. 169.